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                                        Any and all delinquent taxes 

 
 
Delinquent Property Tax – property taxes that remain unpaid on and after the California due date 
of December 10 and April 10. (Special taxes and assessments could and are often due on these dates 

as well).  FYI - A property tax is a levy on property that the owner is required to pay. The tax is 
levied by the governing authority of the jurisdiction in which the property is located.  A delinquent 
property tax that is unpaid or remains unpaid as of or after the payment due date can also have a 
penalty attached to that sum.  If you do a “partial payment”, any unpaid balance that may remain 
will still be considered delinquent. The penalty and the unpaid balance remain separately 
identifiable.  
 
Note :  A lien can be placed on your property if property taxes are not paid in due time. The lien will 

prohibit the property owner from being able to sell the property unless the proceeds from the sale 
are used to pay this lien first.  Strictly speaking a tax lien is a legal claim to your property as 
security for your tax or fee debt owed. 

(1)Liens, (2) levies and (3) offsets are three ways to collect unpaid taxes. A lien provides public 

notice to your creditors that someone has a claim against your property. When the debt is paid, the 

lien is released.  A levy gives the creditor or a government agency the authority to actually take 

and sell your real and personal property to satisfy the debt.  An offset occurs when the taxes that 

you owe are deducted (offset) from a “refund due” by another government agency (ie: an IRS tax 

return)…. If you do not pay your liabilities or make arrangements to settle your tax or fee debt 

owed, the Franchise Tax Board or the State Board of Equalization may levy (seize) any type of real 

or personal property that you own or have an interest in. 

What about the IRS, can they place a lien on my property because of unpaid Federal Taxes?  
Yes - as you know a Federal Tax is a tax levied by the United States Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) on the annual earnings of individuals (employment tax), corporations, trusts, business 
pursuits, investments, property dealings and other legal taxable entities. Federal income taxes are 
applied on all forms of earnings that make up a taxpayer's taxable income. It is also important to 
distinguish between a state income tax and federal income tax.  In the United States, governments 
at the state level may also levy income taxes in addition to federal income taxes. (Note: not all states 

have state taxes)…. 

 
                                                                    (continued) 



 
 
The Internal Revenue Service routinely files Federal Tax Liens against taxpayers who have unpaid 
tax obligations. An IRS federal tax lien is a document filed with a county government (usually where 

the taxpayer lives or conducts business) notifying the general public that a taxpayer has an unpaid 
IRS federal tax debt. Liens can and are attached to the taxpayer's property (both real property and 

personal property). If real or personal property is sold while a lien is in effect, the IRS will be paid out 
of the sales proceeds before the taxpayer is paid. 
 
Any delinquency in State Taxes can also have a Tax Liens, Levies and Offsets imposed by the 
State to secure proper payment of unpaid property taxes or delinquent State taxes. 
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