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Home inspection  (property inspection, roofing, geological, mold etc.) 

 
A good home inspection will assist a buyer in understanding exactly what they are about to 
purchase.  A home may look “move in ready”,  but an inspector could reveal features of the house 
that are not noticeable to the buyer’s eye.  As a buyer, you are making a major investment, and it 
is important to understand exactly what you are purchasing. 
 
Typically, a home inspector is contacted immediately after the contract or purchase agreement has 
been accepted and signed by the seller.   
 
There are many different types of home inspections that you may want to conduct before the 
purchase of a home.  First and most importantly, you would need a general or residential 
inspection.  A certified home inspector would inspect the structure, exterior, roof (limited), water 
pressure, electrical, plumbing, HVAC (operating air conditioner and heating furnace), interior, 
ventilation and visible insulation.  Once the inspection is completed, the home inspector will 
generally provide the buyer with a report suggesting any improvements or repairs deemed 
necessary to bring the home up to current standards.  Home inspections may often reveal 
problems with a home that could be expensive to fix or smaller issues that any handyman could 
repair at a fairly reasonable cost.  As a buyer, the costs of any inspector findings that are 
expensive and/or mandatory (depending on the type of loan), could be used as a negotiating tool 
with the seller.   If flaws were found within the home, the buyer now would have a couple more 
options in negotiations.  A buyer could negotiate a credit with the sellers, have the seller pay for 
repairs before the closing, purchase the home “as is”, or walk away from the purchase if the issues 
seem too problematic. 
 
Other inspections that you may want done before continuing to move forward with the purchasing 
process are: well water testing, swimming pool & pool equipment testing, mold testing, radon 
testing and septic tank testing.  In general, home inspectors may be qualified to perform all of 
these additional tests and/or inspections but they are usually done for an additional fee.  It is 
important that you ask your potential inspector what his/her qualifications may be and what is the 
scope of their standard inspection. 
 
If at all possible, it is recommended for the buyer to attend your home inspection process. This is a 
valuable educational opportunity. Never pass up the chance to see your potential future home 
through the eyes of an expert.  The cost of a home inspection may vary depending upon the size, 
region, and age of the house.  A home inspection could take anywhere from 2-5 hours, again the 
time is dependent upon the size and age of the home.   
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It is not an inspector’s responsibility to correct, or repair any potential issues found in the home.  
An inspector may recommend repairs and for the buyer to seek out skilled professionals in each 
trade for further evaluation. 
 
A home inspection is an all-encompassing examination of the condition of a home.  It is an 
inexpensive way to discover the universal condition of a home. It is important to conduct a home 
inspection to avoid a costly mistake by purchasing a property in need of major repairs.  Even if you 
think you have found the perfect home,  it is the home inspector’s responsibility/job to let you know 
what is operational, non-operational, what is and not up to code, any cracks on the foundation etc.  
And of course all the results are revealed in the inspection report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                        
 
 

 
 
 
 

__Oscar Castillo     Broker Associate_____________________________________________________   

All content is deemed to be reliable and to be used for information purposes only.● Business (858) 775-1057● Website: www.OscarSellsHomes.com 

http://www.oscarsellshomes.com/

