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 Recording charges to clear all documents of record against the seller 

Recording Charges and/or Fees - The recording fee is paid to a government body (County 

Recorder’s office) which enters an official record of the change of ownership. 

In order to clear all documents of record against the seller a title search or property title 
search needs to be performed.  This is the process of retrieving documents evidencing events in 
the history of a piece of real property to determine relevant interests in and regulations concerning 
that property. 

In the case of a prospective purchase, a title search is performed primarily to answer three 
questions regarding a property on the market: 

(1) Does the seller have a saleable interest in the property? 
(2) What kind of restrictions or allowances pertain to the use of the land?  These would include 

real covenants, easements and other servitudes. 
(3) Do any liens exist on the property which need to be paid off at or prior closing?  These 

would be mortgages, back taxes, mechanic liens, and other assessments. 

In the purchase of a home, the seller will usually purchase and supply the buyer with title 
insurance.  This protects the buyer from any title problems that may arise after the sale -  such as 
liens that were missed during the title search. The title insurance company issues a report and an 
insurance policy in support of its findings. However, title searches are most often carried out before 
the purchase is completed between the two parties, thus during the escrow phase of a closing. 

Buying a home is not only a big investment, it is also a matter of public record. The property information and 
the loan information are required to be filed at the County Recorder’s office. 
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