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                              Zone disclosures 

 
 
Natural hazards of one type or another exist almost anywhere.  California has many natural hazard 
zones of concern to homebuyers. In California it is important to learn if the home is on or near an 
earthquake fault, a government-designated flood area, a fire severity zone, a wild land fire area or 
a landslide zone.  In coastal areas or near rivers, homebuyers should be aware of flooding or 
landslide potential.  

Years back, California was going through a rapid real estate development era and the risk homes 
being built on or nearby natural hazard areas increased as well. 

The Natural Hazards Disclosure Act, under Sec. 1103 of the California Civil Code - states that a real 
estate seller and their respective brokers, including the buyer & seller agents, are legally required 
to disclose if the property being sold is located within one or more state or locally mapped hazard 
areas. The law specifies that the following six (6) required hazards to be disclosed on a statutory 
form/report called the Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement (NHDS).  This zone disclosure 
report/statement provides parcel-specific disclosures of official hazard zones that may affect the 
current and future use of the property. 

Required Risks Include: 
1. Special Flood Hazard Area 
2. Dam Inundation 
3. Potential - Very High fire area 
4. Wild land fire areas 
5. Earthquake fault zone 
6. A Seismic hazard 
 
The following supplemental hazards are commonly reported as well: 
a. Radon Gas exposure 
b. Airport influence area (flight path) 
c. Megan’s Law disclosures 
d. Military ordnance (location, equipment, weapons, artillery) 

 
 
 
                                                           (continued) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildland_fire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthquake_fault
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seismic_hazard


 
 
 
 
What does it mean to be located within a Seismic Hazard Zone? It means that the state has 
determined that there is likely that weak soil and/or rock may be present beneath the property. If 
present, these weak materials can fail during an earthquake and, unless proper precautions were 
taken during grading and construction, can cause damage to structures. 
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